Antrim Hurling League Proposals 2008

Background

I think it goes without saying that the Antrim Hurling Leagues and Championships have not been working particularly well over the past two years. This has resulted in those club competitions failing to achieve their purpose, i.e. develop hurling and hurlers within Antrim. The 13-team division one league has, in each of the past two years produced a mix of strong and weak teams. Whether you are a strong team winning many matches by 15 points or more or a weaker team losing regularly by a large margin, nobody is benefiting and only Antrim hurling is losing.

It is therefore essential that we move to re-structure our leagues immediately, but do so in a manner, which is likely to gain the support of the clubs. Remember, clubs started last season knowing that the Hurling leagues would operate on a “one up – one down” basis and some clubs sought to ensure that they would maintain Div 1. status by making sure that they finished above last place.

We propose and new league structure, which will seem familiar. This was done before and then abandoned for all the wrong reasons.

New Structure

Division 1 A (8 teams)

Loughiel, Portaferry, Ballygalget, Glenariff, St. Galls, Rossa, Sarsfields, Gort na Mona.

Division 1 B (8 teams)

Dunloy, Cushendall, Ballycastle, St. Johns, Ballycran, Lamh Dhearg, Shane O’Neills, Clooney Gaels.

NB. These sections should each play seven matches at which point the league standings would be taken. The top 4 in D1 A and the top 4 in D1 B would then form a new D1 A for the second half of the league and the bottom 4 in each section would form a new D1 B. The points and scoring differences would be carried into the new sections.  The second round of seven games would then be played in each division and a “one up – one down” promotion / relegation rule would be applied. This will operate for one year only and would establish an accepted Division 1 A & B structure which should have the top eight teams competing against each other ensuring quality competition.

Division 2 (8 teams)

Glenravel, Carey, Randalstown, Cushendun, St. Pauls, Rasharkin, Armoy, Cloughmills.

These teams would play a two round league on a home and away basis, with one, the league winner promoted and the bottom team relegated.

Division 3 (12 teams)

St Treasas, St Endas, St Agnes, Ballymena,

Ardyone, Davitts, Breadagh, O Mitchel og, Larne, Creggan, Na.Fuiseoig, St Bridgits

These teams would play a one round league with the winner promoted.

Reserve Teams

Reserve teams could opt to play in a single reserve league or, more ideally should be accommodated by quality competition provided by their divisional boards. Should there not be sufficient competition in South West for reserve hurling, provision should be made by either the North or South Antrim boards to ensure that development of adult hurling continues for our south west clubs. 

Championships

The league structures have failed to work in Championship hurling, particularly at senior level. This is mainly due to the vast disparity in the ability of the clubs participating at this level. As with football, a straight knockout competition would provide the excitement that we should associate with championship hurling and this should be implemented at all levels.

Suggested Championship Teams: 

Senior – Loughiel, Glenariff, Rossa, Dunloy, Cushendall, Ballycastle, St. Johns, St Galls (8 teams)

Intermediate - Sarsfields, Gort na Mona, Lamh Dhearg, Shane O’Neills, Clooney Gaels, Glenravel, Carey, Randalstown, Cushendun, St. Pauls, Armoy. (11 teams)
Junior - Rasharkin, Cloughmills, St Treasas, St Endas, St Agnes, Ballymena,

Ardyone, Davitts, O Mitchel og, Larne, Creggan, Na.Fuiseoig, St Bridgits, McDermotts (14 teams)
