Senior & Minor Leagues / Championship Proposals – (Gort na Móna)
Purpose:
1. To enable increasingly meaningful games & build upon this years successes.
2. To increase the standard of club players in the county.

3. To increase popularity of and interest in, all hurling/football leagues.

4. To enable ‘stronger’ clubs to play more competitive matches.

5. To enable ‘weaker’ clubs to develop & establish themselves over a few seasons.

6. To provide correct entry level and league structure for junior clubs or those wishing to develop football/hurling participation within non-dual clubs.
Principals:
1. No club shall play league or championship against another clubs second or third team (Reserve and/or divisional league structures to cater for such teams) 

2. Where possible, allow Senior & Reserve games between clubs at same venue.

3. Leagues shall include two-way fixtures.
4. Promotion & Relegation in all applicable leagues.

5. Division One teams compete in Senior Championship.

6. Division Two teams compete in Intermediate Championship*.

7. All other Divisions compete in Junior Championship*.
8. All Second/Reserve teams to play in their own parallel leagues & competitions.
9. Where possible, Promotion & Relegation results from 2007 leagues apply.  

* Junior & Intermediate winners from previous year must compete at next level for at least one year, regardless of which league they play in (comply with Ulster club competition rules).
Hurling 
ACHL Division 1& Reserve – Senior Championship
· 10 Team League.

· Two way league. (18 games per team)
· Bottom team automatically relegated, second bottom enter play-offs.
· Score difference to determine league positions.

ACHL Division 2 & Reserve (as required) - Intermediate Championship
· 10 Team League.

· Two way league. (18 games per team)
· Potential for 2 teams promoted. (League winners and play-off winners)

· 2nd, 3rd, 4th, placed teams in play-off with second bottom Div.1.

· Score difference to determine league positions.

· Bottom team relegated.

ACHL Division 3& Junior Championship
· 7/8 Team League (depending on entries).

· Two way league.

· League winners automatically promoted.

· Bottom team automatically relegated.

· Score difference to determine league positions.
ACHL Division 4 & Junior Championship

· 7/8 Team League (depending on entries).

· Two way league.

· League winners automatically promoted.

· Score difference to determine league positions.

Football 
ACFL Division 1& Reserve – Senior Championship
· 10 Team League.

· Two way league. (18 games per team)

· Bottom team automatically relegated, second bottom enter play-offs.

· Score difference to determine league positions.

ACFL Division 2 & Reserve (as required) - Intermediate Championship
· 10 Team League.

· Two way league. (18 games per team)

· Potential for 2 teams promoted. (League winners and play-off winners)

· 2nd, 3rd, 4th, placed teams in play-off with second bottom Div.1.

· Score difference to determine league positions.

· Bottom team relegated.

ACFL Division 3& Junior Championship

· 7 Team League.

· Two way league.

· League winners automatically promoted.

· Bottom team automatically relegated.

· Score difference to determine league positions.

ACFL Division 4 & Junior Championship

· 7 Team League.

· Two way league.

· League winners automatically promoted.

· Score difference to determine league positions.

ACFL Reserve Divisions & competitions
· Two-way league (depending on entries) for all other 2nd or 3rd teams.

Notes: Senior & Reserve league games played on the same date/venue generate increased interest (home gates) and help Clubs/CCC/Referee’s organisation. During the early/late summer they could be organised (if possible) on divisional basis on week-nights with week-ends left free for travelling – (N.Antrim- Ards, S.Antrim-N.Antrim, etc.)
Removing ‘second’ teams for the lower leagues would create a more even standard throughout the season, Senior clubs are inevitably stronger depending on when these fixtures are played, this can lead to un-fair and inconsistent results.

Championships – Hurling 
Junior:
All Division 3 & 4 teams drawn into 4 round-robin groups (3/4 teams in each)

Top four play open draw semi-finals Junior Championship.
Intermediate:
All Division 2 teams plus previous years Junior Champions. (min 7, max 11 teams) 

2 x Round-robin groups. 
Top 2 each group open draw semi-finals.
Senior:
All Div. One teams plus previous years Intermediate Champions. (min.7, max.11 teams)
2 x Round-robin groups. 
Top 2 each group open draw semi-finals.

Championships – Football

Junior:
All Division 3 & 4 teams drawn into 4 round-robin groups (3/4 teams in each)

Top four play open draw semi-finals Junior Championship.

Intermediate:

All Division 2 teams plus previous years Junior Champions. (min 10, max 11 teams) 

2 x Round-robin groups. 

Top 2 each group open draw semi-finals.

Senior:
All Div. One teams plus previous years Intermediate Champions. (min.10, max.11 teams)
2 x Round-robin groups. 

Top 2 each group open draw semi-finals.

Reserve Competitions;
Div.1 & 2 Hurling & Football Reserve teams - open draw knock-out competitions.

(commence after first round of championship games)

Minor Hurling & Football Proposals.
All-County Minor Hurling Premier Division.

All-County Minor Hurling League.

Premier Hurling League:

· 10-12 team premier division
· One way league. (max 11 games)
· Matches to be played on Friday evenings.

· Top Four placed in league semi-finals after pre-set cut-off date.

Minor Hurling League:

· Remaining teams in minor hurling division
· One way league. 

· Matches to be played on Friday evenings.

· Top Four placed in league semi-finals after pre-set cut-off date.

All-County Minor Football Premier Division.

All-County Minor Football League/s.

Premier Football League:

· 10-12 team premier division
· One way league. (max 11 games)

· Matches to be played on Tuesday evenings.

· Top Four placed in league semi-finals after pre-set cut-off date.

Minor Football League/s:

· Remaining teams play in minor Football division/s
· One way leagues. 

· Matches to be played on Tuesday evenings.

· Top Four placed in league semi-finals after pre-set cut-off date.

No promotion/relegation in minor leagues, clubs nominate into their competitive level.

Enables all teams to prepare for championship and provide competitive league games. 

Minor Championships – knock out open draw.
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